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Dear friends,

First of all, I would like to express my gratitude for the invitation to participate in this forum and to try to contribute on better understanding of what the Republic of Moldova means as an ex-soviet country situated in such sensitive geopolitical area. 
The period of Perestroika meant for us the opportunity to contribute by common efforts of captured nations in order to achieve our Freedom both as nations and as persons. However, unlike the other ex-soviet republics, Moldova has a peculiar situation. To understand better these differences, it is enough to point out that in comparison with the three Baltic States totally occupied in 1940 by Soviet Empire, we were occupied just partially. Thus, when Baltic nations militated for the Independence, our national movement was trying to reunify the former Soviet Moldova with Romania. Unfortunately, no one from abroad, and here I refer to serious international players, wasn’t able to support this fascinating dream.  Russia insisted on ceasing this process and launched the separatism tool in order to maintain under control our country.  And Western countries maintained its reticence as well.  
Step by step and year by year it became obvious for all serious politicians and analysts that our initial dream is impossible to come true. Former Romanian territories, which today are parts of new independent Ukraine and Moldova, cannot be recuperated by Romanian State. And it is up to us to regret the tragic history of our people or to try to penetrate deeply into the new geopolitical realities and to understand how we can develop a positive, functional and sustainable project providing the best model for all citizens of my country and, equally, for efficient regional cooperation between Romania, Republic of Moldova and Ukraine.
The key issue that can explain fundamentally the peculiarity of our case is the identity issue. Thus, the question Who Are We is applicable not only to Huntington and American case, but maybe more to our case. Why? Because the largest part of the population of Moldova, approximately 80 percent objectively is culturally and linguistically Romanian. But subjectively the biggest part of them is self-identified as Moldovan. Only a small part of more educated people, intellectuals and young generation assume their ethnical identity as Romanians. Generally, it is a well-known story how was possible that the same ethnical or linguistic phenomenon is interpreted differently.  But it happened and we have to think how to harmonize this kind of differences in order to avoid unnecessary tensions in society but even between Romania and Republic of Moldova. Because permanent concentration of the attention in political speeches on the problems of the nomination of language or ethnicity provoke artificial conflicts.    
In today’s Moldovan public life we have two strong symmetrical options proceeding from different periods of our history, but both of them extract their ideology from our past. A substantial part of old generation and Russian-speaking population is oriented to Soviet past and cultivates pro-Russian orientation. And another big part of population is oriented to Romanian past and has a strong pro-Romanian option. Therefore, the society is divided, and so is the political spectrum. And each initiative or action trying to intensify the support from abroad for one or another tendency is contributing to strong reaction from the other side. So the problem is: how to balance these orientations and to avoid a permanent political instability, how to propose a positive and tolerant development model for Moldova?

The solution for this problem is obvious for all of us. An independent, European, democratic, economically developed state without foreign illegal military presence (I mean of course Russian Army which is still in Transnistria).
And, to develop a little bit my idea, let me say here in Bucharest for my Romanian friends and brothers: when someone is trying to help a friend he has to ask him how to do that. Or, to use the English expression, it means to ask “How can I help you?”. Otherwise, if somebody insists to help me according to his imagined concept of my happiness, it could mean a direct abuse caused by misunderstanding.
As you know, at 5th of April we had the parliamentary elections. And on 7th of April in Chişinău was provoked a terrible political confrontation. A massive demonstration, organized by some political forces which pretend that the elections were falsified by the ruling Communist party, degraded into confrontations with police. The House of Parliament and Presidential building were devastated and set on fire. These grave events developed into deepest political crisis since the proclamation of Independence. Unfortunately, the internal political crisis worsened the bilateral relations with Romania; both presidents Vladimir Voronin and Traian Băsescu developed an incendiary rhetoric against each others.  
My intention isn’t to exercise criticism or to launch political appreciations but to suggest some ideas which can be useful in order to stop the escalation of bilateral tensions between Bucharest and Chişinău and to rebuild the confidence between Romania and Republic of Moldova. 
It is the time to differentiate our regrets for historical tragedies and territorial divisions from the mature and responsible approach to the new geopolitical realities. It means to understand: the intention to extend Romanian territory by reunifying the former Romanian Eastern lands is a dangerous illusion.  If we are mature and responsible politicians, we must differentiate what we want from what we can. We cannot continue in the same manner by cultivating our psychological frustrations caused by tragic events in the past.
Being convinced that all Romanian serious politicians want to help Moldova and feel a strong vocation for it, I have to invite all of them, and first of all the highest level of state administration,  to accelerate the process of completing and singing the basic and the border treaties with Republic of Moldova. All speculations about the inutility of these documents directly stimulate the suspicions that Romania maintains the intention to revise its attitude towards the Independence of Republic of Moldova. The absence of these documents is the best pretext for separatists to decline their loyalty to Republic of Moldova because of its imminent reunification with Romania. In this context, the excessive rhetoric on the issue of Ribbentrop-Molotov Pact in political affairs and not in academic forums and contexts is contra-productive and stimulates destabilization. 
 Having its own historical dramatic way and by consequence being different as mentality and collective psychology people of Republic of Moldova obtained its specific personality. This specificity means at the same time its political identity. And here linguistic or cultural unity doesn’t mean the absence of political differences.  

 Dear friends, I am convinced that national interest of Romania and national interest of Republic of Moldova can and must be complementary. But to make a remarkable progress in the communication between two countries we have to accept a common approach on the philosophy of our relations.   For it we have to be aware of the fact that Republic of Moldova is not only a territory populated by the victims of the history. We are free people with our collective rights to rule by ourselves the country and to follow our strategic option in order to achieve the European future.  And in this issue we need the help of Romania. 
But at the same time we have to develop our relations with Ukraine, the second neighbor of Moldova and a vitally important political and economic partner. Namely these three countries, Moldova, Ukraine and Romania, must to understand profoundly the crucial necessity to strengthen their relations. Kiev, Bucharest and Chişinău must be strategic partners and loyal friends.  But to be able to develop this kind of open and honest relations we have to abandon resentments caused by territorial divisions which modified the borders among us.  Nobody from toady’s politicians is responsible for it. The Second World War is finished and the decisions concerning the borders have been already taken. The case of the Eastern territories of Romania has to be closed. The full respect for minority rights in all cases must be followed unconditionally but all ambiguities must be eliminated too. We are Europeans, we are Christians and we cannot cultivate the atmosphere of open or hidden intolerance or blockage in communication between our nations because of our difficult past.    
Evidently, we cannot forget the necessity to maintain as good as possible relations with Russia that is a vital political and commercial partner. Sometimes it is not so easy to keep our friendship with Russia because of specific attitude of today’s leaders from Kremlin who are very jealous on our pro-European aspirations. But despite of these different visions on geopolitical games and aims in our region, we are obliged to insist on our positive dialogue with Russia. 
Dear friends, to finish my speech I would like to avail myself of the opportunity that our forum is organized by our Polish friends and to invite Romanian politicians to study carefully the experience of Poland, which was also affected by Soviet expansion and by the same Ribbentrop-Molotov Pact. And, as a consequence, Poland lost some important parts of its national territory. However, after the collapse of the Soviet Empire, this tragic historical experience didn’t block the positive communication and excellent cooperation between Poland and Ukraine. I am confident - we have to learn from this example. The similarities with our case are obvious.

Thank you very much for attention.
PAGE  
5

